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into important places, since the traders left their
houses and settled elsewhere in order to avoid the
tyranny of the gilds. And upon all fell the heavy
taxation of the Tudors, which, though ultimately
beneficial in that it made the preservation of order
possible, was a great evil at the time. But there was
much good as well as much bad in the state of the
country. The gradual breaking up of the craft gilds,
which steadily continued, encouraged manufacturers
by freeing them from the artificial restrictions under
which they had previously laboured, and a flourishing
export trade in cloth with Germany arose during this
period. Still more beneficial was the increased
interest in commerce displayed by the government.
As has been seen, the Yorkist kings encouraged trade
and the Tudors followed their example. Edward IV.
was a merchant prince, Henry VI I. enrolled himself
in the livery company of the Merchant Taylors, and
the royal countenance thus given to commerce tended
to lead to greater attention being paid to it by their
subjects. Kven the final adoption of the Mercantile
System was not altogether harmful at that time. A
rising industry does, perhaps, require some measure
of protection, and though the Navigation Laws,
which insisted upon confining trade to native traders,
were subsequently wholly baneful in their effect, they
probably served at the time to encourage English
shipbuilding and English commerce. Alien com-
petition is most excellent when once the native
industry has been established ; but there is a danger
that it may kill it in its infancy. In their foreign
policy, also, the Tudors both consciously and un-
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